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Simba Clay… Fransalian Project for the blind people
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One of the Foster-Projects is Simba Clay, the pottery for blind and partially sighted people. It was founded more than a year ago. At this time nine trainees (6 f./3 m.) are living and working there, but as soon as the new home for blind girls will be ready in February 09 we will have more students. 

In the pottery they are learning how to make traditional Tanzanian pots, stoves for economical cocking with charcoal and the manufacturing of bricks. The main point of Simba Clay however is the production of filters for drinking water by the mean of a simple filter press. The filters supply the users with healthy drinking water without dangerous bacteria, witch can cause diarrhoea , cholera and other diseases. They are a good alternative for boiling water. 
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This year we had the visit of the “freedom-torch”, a big honour of the Tanzanian government for our project, and some exhibitions .Because of that Simba Clay is getting well known in the region and we can increase our turnover. We have the aim of selling our water filters in the whole Tanzania.  At the moment we are constructing a new kiln. 

A place to feel at home – SFS Childrens Home, Tabora
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„ There’s a big difference from being told something and seeing it with your own eyes“.   This was, what we experienced when we finally reached in SFS Children’s Home after a long, exciting journey.

We spent a great time there, in which we got to know not only the beauty and attraction of the African continent but more than that the kindness, cordiality and the love for life of the Tanzanian people, especially of the children.

The open, trusting and cordial character of the children made it easy for us to settle in SFS Children’s Home, so that we felt at home there very fast.
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As volunteers, in Swahili kindly called “dadas” (sisters), we took care for the children in the centre. We regularly gave tuition to the kids; we spent the afternoon with them, playing talking, relaxing… For example we made one time wizards out of cast or we showed the kids how to make games by themselves.

Every morning we went by bicycle two kilometres to the SFS Mission School, where we were mostly responsible for the art and music classes. To make it easier for us, the Tanzanian teachers supported us with their authoritarian but very effective admonishments like “Be quiet children”, “Don’t speak” or “hamna kelele”. As “assistant teachers” we furthermore helped one European teacher, going with into her class and helping the children with different exercises. 

We got used to the quite high noise level, to the action and the slightly chaotic conditions in the classes, which are beaten by most of the other Tanzanian schools, but which are unimaginable for us Europeans.

For us, Tabora had become a second home, which made it very difficult for us to leave from there. We carry in ourselves unforgettable impressions, the positive, cool and unhurried attitude of the people there and great experiences with the kids. An everlasting longing to Tabora may accompany us till we enter the plane to Dar es Salaam the next time, to arrive then again, after a long, exciting journey in Tabora.








Dada Sabina na Dada Judisi 

F�STER Update





Missionaries of St. Francis de Sales, Province of E.Africa





(Fransalian Organization for Social Transformation Education and Renewal)








We have overcome…





This is the great message that the Class IV students of St. Francis de Sales Mission School, Ipuli, Tabora (Tanzania) bring to us. For the first time in the history of this new school 26 students of Class IV appeared for the National Board Exams and came out in flying colures. This great event shows forth the success of the hard work of the teachers and the students. It shows that we are successful in our commitment to provide excellent education to the socially and economically poor children. Hearts congrats to the staff and the students!

















We have a Home…





The construction of the first phase of the girls’ home is complete. At present we are doing the finishing touches. Water and Electricity connections and fittings are yet to be completed. The furniture are also about to be made. If everything goes according to our planning, the girl’s home will be opened at the end of February 2009. By this Home we are materializing another dream of offering an Abode to the poverty stricken and orphan girls of Tabora. We thank heartily all those cooperated with us and contributed their share to this great venture…!





St. Francis de Sales Secondary School





It is a long cherished dream and a culmination of many dreams. It is also a dream which calls for a lot of time, energy and financial investments as all our other projects associated with FOSTER in Ipuli. 





The project’s objectives are:





To provide secondary school age children a high-quality education in a wholesome learning environment.


Provide for the most primary needs of these children.


To stimulate the intellectual development of these children.


To stimulate a sense of responsibility and independence in these children. 


To provide council and assist the children mentally and emotionally.


To promote an atmosphere of respect and tolerance for all children.


To educate children to be psychologically and economically self-reliant, with a sense of respecting the nation and accepting everyone as brothers and sisters regardless of tribe or religion. 





This Project will open a possibility for higher education for the students who successfully passing out from our primary schools in Kagongwa, Isaka, Bukene and Ipuli. 





This secondary school will consist of a single building with one floor. In the first phase of the construction (2009-2011) consist of  an administrative block with 4 offices and 2 stores and a staff room, and a school block with 10 class rooms, a library, a lab and computer room. Ten toilets will be also built adjacent to the main school building.  In the second phase of the constructions, we are thinking about the possibility of constructing hostels for girls and boys. The foundation stone for the school will be laid at the end of February 2009. 





Missionaries of St. Francis de Sales, Province of E.Africa





Many Street Children and orphans are: 


  • Orphans - because of disease and conflict


  • Separated from families - because of domestic violence and every kind of abuse


  • Ill - through HIV/Aids passed on congenitally, or through unprotected sex.  Malnutrition severely affects their


 growth and resistance to tropical diseases such as malaria, which kills over one million Africans a year


  • Stigmatised - they live on the edge of society


  • Uneducated - they have no access to schooling


  • Abused - they are at best seen as a  'nuisance', at worst beaten by police and those in authority


  • Anonymous - they have no birth registration documents, no health cards, and no identity within their community


Many street children and orphans are:


  • Ambitious - they have dreams and aspirations to do well


• Tough - Surviving in the roughest of environments


  • Resilient - you have to be able to survive on your own and rely on no one.





Any help is more than welcome…


You can volunteer to work with us for a year or more


You can be a sponsor parent of any of our children


You can help us to build more classrooms in the school





Contact


Fr. C. Arockiasamy msfs


Director, SFS Children´s Home


P.O. 1413, Tabora, Tanzania


Phone: +255 784 497 993 � HYPERLINK "mailto:frchinnasamy@yahoo.com" ��frchinnasamy@yahoo.com�








P. Thomas Chozhithara msfs


Project Coordinator, FOSTER


Josef-Jobst Str. 19


93152 Undorf-Nittendorf


Germany


Phone: 0049 175 876 6949


Mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:tomanywhere@gmail.com" ��tomanywhere@gmail.com�














